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Village HoliDazzle Festivities Light Up Fleet Avenue

Slavic Village Development Partners with City of Maple
Heights to Renovate Homes in Innovative New Project

investment to the city, stabilize our local housing market, and bring the dream
of homeownership to so many people. The City of Maple Heights has afford-
able housing, along with quality homes and neighborhoods, in an ideal com-
munity where residents can enjoy the friendliness typical of small-town liv-
ing, yet experience conveniences usually found in larger metropolitan cit-
ies.”

Through this exciting initiative between the City of Maple Heights and Slavic
Village Development, vacant and abandoned homes that were once a source
of concern for neighbors will now be transformed into high quality rentals
and affordable homeownership opportunities.

Slavic Village Development brings 30 years of experience in housing devel-
opment, expertise which Maple Heights will utilize to ultimately make the
program both self-sustaining and lucrative for the city. Maple Heights
Homeownership Program will save the vacant housing stock from further
deterioration and demolition, while also boosting the local housing market
and saving local tax dollars.

Kicking off the holiday season on
Fleet Avenue, the second annual Vil-
lage HoliDazzle brought out all the
best parts of Slavic Village.

David Krakowski can typically be
found singing hymns at Sunday mass
at St. Stanislaus, but he brought his
skills out, dressed in a fluffy beard
and papal headgear, to lead the car-
oling tune to light the Fleet Christ-
mas trees.

The festivities resumed back inside
with the Good Knights performing
Americana styled Christmas songs
and the holiday market drawing
shoppers to the second floor.

When Mr. and Mrs. Claus arrived to
the scene, the collective gasp from
the children could have been heard
from down the street. Santa greeted
the ecstatic crowd and took to his
decorated throne to handout candy
canes and books, as a part of the
Little Free Library initiative.

With generous donations from the
Fleet Stakeholders and other local
businesses, a free potluck filled the
bellies of over 300 neighbors at lo-
cal artist hub, the Magalen.

The Maple Heights Homeownership
Program is an initiative that will
make vacant and distressed homes in
Maple Heights available for pur-
chase by both owner-occupants and
developers, bringing investment to the city, stabilizing the local housing mar-
ket and providing an affordable DIY home purchase option. The innovative
new project is made possible through a partnership between the City of Maple
Heights, Slavic Village Development, and the Cuyahoga County Land Bank,
and is the first collaboration of its kind between a Cleveland community
development corporation and a local suburb.

Slavic Village Development will work in tandem with the Cuyahoga
County Land Bank to acquire vacant properties from a variety of poten-
tial sources, including tax foreclosures, mortgage foreclosures, and do-
nations, among others.

As properties become available, the City of Maple Heights will advertise
properties for sale, allowing an exclusive 30-day window for owner occu-
pants, while Slavic Village Development guides buyers through the applica-
tion and purchase process. The program utilizes a scope of work, deed re-
strictions, and a reversionary clause to ensure that a property’s renovation by
its new owner aligns with the renovation standard.

Maple Heights Affordable Homes is modeled after Slavic Village
Development’s highly successful Neighbors Invest in Broadway (NIB) Pro-
gram. The target market for this program has been homeowners and local
developers who have the capacity and resources to complete a moderate re-
hab, therefore building instant equity in their properties.

Seventy-five formerly vacant and distressed homes have been acquired by
Slavic Village Development and subsequently sold through NIB to new
homeowners to be renovated. Throughout the lifetime of the program, over
$2 million in investment has been brought into the Broadway Slavic Village
neighborhood through the rehabilitation of NIB homes.

“Our city has endured high rates of mortgage foreclosures since the housing
crisis began nearly a decade ago,” states Mayor Annette Blackwell, “so I am
extremely pleased that we have been able to develop The Maple Heights
Homeownership Program to interested homebuyers. This program will bring

To view available homes, visit citymapleheights.com. To learn more about
the program, contact Michelle at Slavic Village Development by phone at
216-429-1182 ext. 102 or by email at michelleb@slavicvillage.org.
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Paczki Day Coming Early
This Year; Fleet Fat Thursday

The Slavic Village community welcomes you to The Magalen, located at
5203 Fleet Ave., on February 8th (doors open 5:30pm) to kick-off the week
long indulgence of Paczki eating.

Since the middle ages in Poland, paczki has been made during the week be-
fore Lent.  Polish Catholics found the recipe excellent for utilizing all of the
lard, sugar, eggs and fruit in the house.  These foods were not to be consumed
during Lent due to Catholic fasting practices.  Frequently described as a do-
nut, paczki is a deep-fried dough shaped into a flattened sphere and filled
with a sweet filling.

The festivities kick off with a Paczki Parade from Seven Roses Deli, located
at 6301 Fleet Ave. at 6:00pm, concluding at the Magalen where you will be
able to purchase delectable traditional Polish Paczki, Pierogi and Stuffed
Cabbage. Beer, soda and coffee will also be available for your purchase.
Bring your dancing shoes and polka the calories away to the sounds of the
Tom Katrenich Orchestra.

Free admission. Proceeds from this celebration of Paczki will go directly to
support the upcoming Polish Constitution Day Parade on Sunday, April 29th.

New City Council Representatives for Ward 2 and Ward 6

Councilman Bishop represents Ward 2, which includes Mt. Pleasant, Union-
Miles and Mill Creek Fall Neighborhoods. He was elected November 2017
to serve a four-year term. Councilman Bishop serves on four council com-
mittees: Development Planning & Sustainability; Municipal Services & Prop-
erties; Transportation and Utilities.

Councilman Kevin L. Bishop

Councilman Blaine A. Griffin

Ward 6 Councilman Griffin represents one of Cleveland’s most diverse wards,
encompassing the East Side neighborhoods of Fairfax, Larchmere, Little Italy,
Woodland Hills, and parts of Buckeye-Shaker, University Circle, North Broad-
way, Slavic Village and Union-Miles. Councilman Griffin is chairman of
council’s Health & Human Services Committee and sits on four other com-
mittees — Finance, Safety, Workforce & Community Benefits and Opera-
tions.

Prior to serving on council, Councilman Griffin had been executive director
of the city’s Community Relation’s Board for 11 years. He led a staff and
board trustees in efforts to improve cross-culture relations throughout the
city. The Community Relations Board also oversees police/community rela-
tions and youth initiatives.

Councilman Bishop grew up in Cleveland. His employment at the Buckeye
Area Corp. and at Nestle, where he served also as a board member of Nestle’s
Credit Union, allowed him to become familiar with local government, the
need and benefit of recreational opportunities, fiduciary responsibility and
organizational compliance.

As a member of Cleveland City Council, he commits to working with the
community and the council to ensure Ward 2 gets its fair share of resources.
Councilman Bishop plans on using these resources to improve safety, assist
seniors, create recreational and mentoring opportunities for the youth and
address abandoned structures.

He intends to increase the economic development in Ward 2. Councilman
Bishop understands firsthand the challenges and rewards of being an entre-
preneur. He started his transportation business after working for Nestle for
17 years, and will use his experience as a small business and real estate de-
veloper to attract and develop new and existing businesses within the ward.
Councilman Bishop graduated from Chanel High School and while working
a full-time job obtained a bachelor degree in Business Administration from
Cleveland State University.

Kevin L. Bishop Ward 2
Office: 216.664.4945
Executive Assistant: Naila Deskins; ndeskins@clevelandcitycouncil.org

He is affiliated with a number of community and professional organizations:
He is a member of Mount Sinai Ministries; F.B.I. Citizen’s Academy; Malone
University Advisory Board; Ecclesiastes #120 Lodge of the Free and Ac-
cepted Masons; and Bezaleel Consistory #15. Griffin is a graduate of the Cleve-
land State University Maxine Goodman Levine College of Urban Affairs Lead-
ership Academy and the Cleveland Leadership Center’s Leadership Cleveland;
Class of 2014, as well as a German Marshall Memorial Fellow.

Councilman Griffin, originally from Youngstown, moved to Cleveland in
1993. He and his wife of 20 years, Jeanette, and their three sons live in the
Larchmere neighborhood of Ward 6. Griffin graduated from Malone College
in Canton, Ohio, with a Bachelor of Arts degree in communications.

Blaine A. Griffin Ward 6
Office: 216.664.4234
Executive Assistant: Remmie Crawford;  rcrawford@clevelandcitycouncil.org
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Green Infrastructure Projects in Broadway Slavic Village
SVD has partnered with NEORSD to bring Green Infrastructure Projects to
the Slavic Village Broadway community. The projects represent an outstand-
ing, high visibility, demonstration of how to transform vacant lots and former
brownfield sites into urban open space serving multiple functions including
green infrastructure, public art, public education, and neighborhood revital-
ization.  These projects build on prior investments in the community in the
form of trails, site demolitions, and public art installations.

The completion of Arch Park takes a long time urban eyesore and transforms
it into a wonderful community amenity. Phase I of the project completed in
2015 included the “Cycle of Arches” Gateway public art, signage and seating
located on the corner of East 49th St. and Broadway Ave. The Phase II project
took place with a grant from the NEORSD, and completes the transformation
with green infrastructure, new pathways and landscaping.

As a part of the 2018 One Home At A Time programing, Slavic Village De-
velopment is excited to bring the highly regarded educators and community
partners from the Home Repair Resource Center to teach a “Basics of Home
Repairs “ series in the Slavic Village neighborhood. These six-week hands-
on workshop series helps residents get comfortable with the use of power
tools, learn the basics of plaster and wall repair, simple electrical (light fix-
tures and outlets), plumbing (faucets and traps), interior painting, ceramic
tiling, home maintenance schedules and so much more!

Cost for this series is $125 for residents ($150 for non Slavic Village resi-
dents) for the 6 weeks. (Sliding scale Scholarships are offered to Slavic Vil-
lage residents based on income and need). Participates have to commit to all
6 classes to participate. Upon completion, residents will have access to a tool
lending library as well as a gift card to start their first home repair project.

Space is limited. Please contact Lynn Rodemann at 216-584-5966 or at
LynnR@slavicvillage.org to register or for questions about the programing.

There are two main features to the park design. One is a depressed bioswale
filled with native grasses and perennials and the other is a series of landscape
mounds. Each feature brings a different kind of activity to the site. The
bioswale and natural area encourages resting, quiet conversation, and educa-
tion, while the mounds encourage active play and facilitate future programing in
front of the fire station’s wall.  Each also speaks to an aspect of the storm water
management.  The bioswale speaks to treatment and catchment, while the
mounds serve as exaggerated channels directing the water to the swale.

The stormwater management system developed for this site will capture
stormwater run-off from the site itself and also runoff from portions of Broad-
way and East 49th Street.  Curb inlets were created just upstream of existing
catch basins, and grated runnels will channel runoff through the public right-
of -way and into the bioswale.

Union Ave. Green Infrastructure Basin - is currently under construction with
a completion date of 2018.

The Sewer District is constructing a green infrastructure (GI) project con-
taining a large-scale green infrastructure stormwater detention basin at the
intersection of Union Avenue and East 70th Street (south side of Union Av-
enue). This project is designed to capture stormwater before it enters the
combined sewer system, and prevent approximately 1 million gallons of com-
bined sewage from discharging into the Morgana Run Culvert annually.  The
project is being constructed adjacent to the existing Morgana Run Trail and
will also include seating and trail linkages.

‘Basics of
Home Repair’

Series
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Cleveland Chain Reaction Wraps Up in Slavic Village
The Cleveland Chain Reaction project’s main objective was to create jobs,
investment and prosperity in Slavic Village while providing education and
information for entrepreneurs and aspiring business owners to benefit our
community.  This project is bringing nearly $1 million of direct investment to
Slavic Village by locating six new businesses in the neighborhood.

Five Cleveland Investors have been involved on the investment side of this
project.  It began when six neighborhoods, in Greater Cleveland, were in-
vited to submit proposals of why their neighborhood was ready for this in-
flux of investment.  Slavic Village was the neighborhood of choice and the
Chain Reaction team invited small businesses that were either start-ups or
expansions to submit a proposal to locate in the neighborhood. Over 100
businesses applied and from that group six were picked.

The winning businesses include LinaWines, Midwest Basics, Metro Crois-
sants, Holmes Mouth Watering Applesauce, Sides to go! BBQ, and Baby
Munch. These businesses are primarily searching for production and retail
spaces around Broadway and Fleet in Slavic Village. Most businesses will
expect to open throughout 2018. Slavic Village Development will work with
the entrepreneurs and investors to find the most suitable business locations.
The investors will be lending a minimum of $130,000 each to get their opera-
tions up and running in the neighborhood.

Along with the private investment, the City of Cleveland put in a $30k grant,
which will give each business $5k towards marketing, signage or improve-
ments to their space.  This project is continuing to have a positive impact in
the neighborhood in the areas of employment and economic development

The Chain Reaction project is wrapping up as a success but Slavic Village is
still open for new businesses. If you are a small business owner that is inter-
ested in expanding or moving your business into the neighborhood contact
Slavic Village Development’s Director of Business Development, Marilyn
Mosinski at Marilynm@slavicvillage.org

You are invited to join us at the 21st Annual
Slavic Village Neighborhood Summit!

This year’s theme is

“The New Slavic Village”

Saturday, March 10th, 2018

11:00 am – 1:00 pm

Alliance Event Center,  6966 Broadway Avenue

Keynote Speaker: Ryan Florio

Founder/ TeaEO of Inca Tea

Lunch and Networking immediately afterwards

  Refer any questions to Susan Gordon at:

Slavic Village Development: 216-429-1182 x 132 or
via e-mail at susang@slavicvillage.org

 Funding provided by Neighborhood Connections, Councilman Brancatelli,
Councilman Bishop, Councilman Griffin, Councilwoman Cleveland and

Friends of Slavic Village.

I-77 & Broadway Construction Update
If you haven’t noticed, the Broadway ramps on I-77 have been in construc-
tion since mid-2017. The closure is necessary in order to build a new front-
age road along the west side of I-77. The new frontage road will run parallel
to I-77 and connect Broadway Avenue and Pershing Avenue where traffic
will then be able to enter I-77 southbound. Construction of the new frontage
road is expected to take approximately 15 months, concluding this summer.
Please continue to enter I-77 southbound, at Pershing until then.

The next phase of the project will include reconstructing Broadway Ave.
over I-77, beginning summer 2018 and concluding in late 2019. Stay tuned
for details on a start date and detours to have the best driving options avoid-
ing the bridge closure.

These improvements are part of the Cleveland Innerbelt Modernization Plan,
which  is focused on enhancing safety, reducing congestion and traffic de-
lays and modernizing interstate travel along I-71, I-77 and I-90 through Down-
town Cleveland.

Storefront Renovation Program

As a partnership between SVD and the City of Cleveland’s Community De-
velopment Department, this program assists targeted neighborhood retail dis-
tricts in becoming attractive, economically viable, and diverse places to shop.
For more details, contact Marilyn Mosinski at Marilynm@slavicvillage.org
or call 216-429-1182, ext. 105.

Have you been thinking about improving your business or commercial build-
ing? SVD and the City of Cleveland have a few programs available for small
businesses and property owners including the Storefront Renovation Program.
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Calling all Slavic Village Artists

Since last fall, the Slavic Village Artist Collective has been meeting monthly
to discuss how art can continue to grow and impact the community. We are a
support network in a neighborhood where the scene is building each year
with gallery spaces, Rooms To Let and public art projects. If you are an artist
of any kind- painter, sculptor, carpenter, photographer, musician etc- we invite
you to join us at our next meeting in February; date TBD. Please call or email Joe
Linsky at 216-429-1182 x 107 or joel@slavicvillage.org for more info.

RTL Artists to be Featured at New Silver Scuro Gallery
Just in time for Valentine’s Day, Sweet on Fleet: A love story in Slavic Vil-
lage, will be held at Steve Mastrioanni’s new space at 5606 Fleet Ave on
February 10th.

 Check out the new installations and exhibit by  Mallorie Freeman  and  Sean
Jason Kelly, who actually met at Rooms To Let. Hearts, eyes, cute animals,
and strange dreamscapes comprise a stunning collage of work by these two
artists who are returning to Slavic Village with their talents and vision to
warm your cold hearts.

This exhibit will be on view for one weekend only, so mark your calendars.

All work is for sale and can be taken at time of purchase, so bring cash or
credit cards and leave with a piece of their hearts.



Learn more at: slavicvillage.org

The Slavic Village Voice Page 5Winter 2018

SVR Homes Now Qualify for Property Tax Abatement
As SVR begins construction on its 50th house, we also have some exciting news
to share! All SVR homes will now receive a 15-year residential property tax
abatement, due to the fact that they meet Enterprise Green Community Stan-
dards. Enterprise Green Community Standards set an energy efficiency renova-
tion precedent that must be followed in order to receive the tax abatement. This
includes specifications for the furnace, ductwork, hot water tank, insulation,
light fixtures, windows, and recycling of construction waste, among others.

Of course, SVR will still complete its usual rehab, which includes new kitch-
ens, bathrooms, flooring, electrical, plumbing, finishes, and more, on top of
the green standards items. With all of these requirements, homes that meet
these standards are more energy efficient, saving the homeowner on their
utility bills, while also having a positive impact on our environment.

Not only will future SVR homeowners save on their utilities, but they will
also save on their mortgage payments. While the actual numbers may vary, a

15-year residential property tax abatement can amount to a savings averag-
ing $1,000 per year, which can total $15,000 saved over the entire tax abate-
ment term! Monthly savings on the mortgage payment can amount to $100,
bringing SVR’s average mortgage payments down to $425 from $525. Be-
tween your utilities and your mortgage, the savings on these energy efficient
SVR homes are great!

Another bonus—this property tax abatement even applies to homes that SVR
currently has listed for sale! SVR staff can answer any questions you may
have, and also offer advice and free resources to get buyers ready to purchase
their own SVR home, including credit counseling and homebuyer education.
If you would like to save on your mortgage while enjoying the benefits of
living in an environmentally-friendly home, give Shanayra a call at 216-429-
1182 ext. 130. To see photos of all of our homes that are available now, visit
slavicvillagehomes.org. And as always, keep an eye out on Slavic Village
Recovery’s social media for construction updates, as we look to start our
50th house very soon!

Slavic Village Development’s annual “Nite at the
Races” returns on Saturday, January 27th, 2018 at his-
toric Bohemian National Hall (4939 Broadway) in
Cleveland’s Broadway Slavic Village neighborhood.

Never been to a “Nite at the Races” before?  At SVD’s annual event,
party-goers enjoy an evening out with friends while betting on video
recorded horse races. The food is plentiful and the beer flows freely (for
free); never has there been a better combination for gambling. Bonus: it’s
for a good cause—to support the work of Slavic Village Development!

SVD’s Annual Nite at the Races

TICKETS: Tickets are $25 per person. Only 270 tickets will be sold. Go
to the link below and make your purchase today!

www.svdraces2018.eventbrite.com

Contact Andrew Kinney at 216-429-1182, ext. 141; or you can e-mail
him at andrewk@slavicvillage.org.
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Fat Thursday Pazcki
Celebration
Thursday, February 8
6:00PM at the Magalen
5203 Fleet Ave., Cleveland,
OH 44105
Contact Joe Linsky at
joel@slavicvillage.org or
call 216-429-1182 x107

Neighborhood Summit
Saturday, March 10
11:00-1:00PM at Alliance of
Poles Center
6966 Broadway Ave.,
Cleveland, OH 44105
Contact Susan Gordon at
susang@slavicvillage.org
or call 216-429-1182 x132

Spring Housing
Workshop
TBD
Contact Lynn Rodemann at
lynnr@slavicvillage.org or
call 216-429-1182

Polish Constitution Day
Parade
Sunday April 29
12:00PM on Fleet Ave.
Contact Joe Linsky at
joel@slavicvillage.org or
call 216-429-1182 x107

E 63rd Street Clean Up
TBD
Contact Carol Black

Rooms To Let: CLE 2018
TBD
Contact Andrew Kinney at
andrewk@slavicvillage.org
or call 216-429-1182 x141

Village Feast
Monday, June 4
5:00PM on East 54th,
south of Fleet
Contact Joe Linsky at
joel@slavicvillage.org or
call 216-429-1182 x107

Pierogi Dash
Sunday, June 10
9:00AM at (Start) Third
Federal Savings & Loan;
(Finish) Trailside Homes
7007 Broadway Avenue
Contact Andrew Kinney at
andrewk@slavicvillage.org
or call 216-429-1182 x141

Iron Ward Music Festival
TBD
Contact Chuck Gliha at
civitascle@yahoo.com

Village Market Kickoff
Monday, June 11
4:00-7:00PM at Sonny
Day Lot
5106 Fleet Ave.,
Cleveland, OH 444105
Contact Joe Linsky at
joel@slavicvillage.org or

St. Stanislaus Polish
Festival
TBD
Contact Marilyn Mosinski
at marilynm@slavicvillage.
org or call 216-429-1182
x105

Fall Housing Workshop
TBD
Contact Lynn Rodemann at
lynnr@slavicvillage.org or
call 216-429-1182

Kielbasa Cookout
TBD
Contact Jeff Domzalski

Sokol Holiday Fair
TBD - at Bohemian
National Hall, 4939
Broadway Ave., Cleveland,
OH 44127. Contact
Howie 216-883-0675

Slavic Village Small
Business Saturday
Saturday, November 24
TBD - Contact Penny
Barend, 216-303-9067

Village HoliDazzle
TBD - Contact Joe Linsky
at joel@slavicvillage.org or
call 216-429-1182 x107

call 216-429-1182 x107

Back to School Fair
TBD
Contact Natalie Friedl at
natalief@slavicvillage.org
or call 216-429-1182 x121

Celebrate Slavic Village!
TBD
Contact Andrew Kinney at
andrewk@slavicvillage.org
or call 216-429-1182 x141

Game of Skate
TBD at East 55th &
Broadway
Contact Public Square
Group

CCC Clean Up and
Clams
TBD at Cleveland Central
Catholic
6550 Baxter Ave.,
Cleveland, OH 44105
Contact Leo Hyland

Taste of Slavic Village
TBD
Contact University
Settlement

Nite at the Races
Saturday January 27
6:00PM at Bohemian
National Hall
4939 Broadway Ave,
Cleveland, OH 44127
Contact Andrew Kinney at
andrewk@slavicvillage.org
or call 216-429-1182 x141

Friends of Slavic Village
(quarterly)
January 25
Third Federal
Savings & Loan
7007 Broadway Avenue
Contact Susan Gordon at
susang@slavicvillage.org
or call 216-429-1182 x132

THE SLAVIC VILLAGE VOICE
IS PUBLISHED QUARTERLY

To include your events in the Voice,
contact Andrew Kinney at

andrewk@slavicvillage.org or call
216-429-1182, x141
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You may have heard of the Broadway P-16 but are you aware of what it is?
With the voice of youth, parents, residents and partners we have renamed
and rebranded our work to align with what you have been telling us!

So, welcome 2018 and welcome Slavic Village P-16, funded by the Third
Federal Foundation! We are a MyCom Neighborhood, funded by the Cleve-
land Foundation! We are a village that believes in supporting our residents
and youth from cradle to career and beyond!

The Slavic Village P-16 initiative strengthens the Slavic Village neighbor-
hood by collaboratively addressing barriers to academic achievement, while
connecting young people and their families to their community and to qual-
ity programs, resources, and opportunities, so they may create their futures.

In doing so, we must address all the priorities you have identified through
feedback, focus groups and surveys! These include:

• Safety
• Housing
• Health
• Employment
• Engagement
• Access to quality and affordable programs and services

If you would like to know more, follow us on Facebook as Slavic Village
Development, where you will connect with these areas and more!

Join us for our monthly meetings on the first Thursday of the month at Third
Federal. Contact Natalie Friedl at natalief@slavicvillage.org or 216-429-1182
ext. 121 for more information!

An example of our work can be seen in our current Light Up the Village
Initiative! Love & Light up the Village - keep your lights on to show your
community support on February 14, 2018!

You can sign up NOW for a new, FREE, energy-efficient light bulb and day-
light sensor for your front porch! Call Slavic Village Development at 216-
429-1182 x121 and leave a message with your name, address, and phone
number by Wednesday, Jan. 31.

Light up the Village and help keep our neighborhood bright and safe!

In the cold winter months, students travel to and from school in the dark.

Keeping your porch light on makes your house safer for your family and for
people walking past.

Thanks to our partners:

 Slavic Village Development works with and for its residents, businesses,
and institutions to promote civic engagement, community empowerment, and
neighborhood investment. Learn more at www.slavicvillage.org.

Cleveland Safe Routes to School enables and encourages CMSD students in
grades K-8 to safely walk or ride their bicycles to school. Learn more at
www.clevelandmetroschools.org/ saferoutes.

The New
Broadway P-16!

Neighborhood Connections empowers people in Cleveland’s neighborhoods
to become more engaged with each other and the city around them by invest-
ing in citizen-led neighborhood projects through our small grants program.
Learn more at www.neighborhoodgrants.org.
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